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HOSTING YOUR SITE ON GITHUB 
 

BEFORE YOU START 
• Create an account on https://

github.com/ 

SETTING UP YOUR REPO 
• Create a new repository on Github.  

• A repository is the central location of 
where your code/files will live 

• You have the option to set this 
Public or Private 

• If you repository is Public, we 
recommend you initialize a 
README. A README is used to 
provide a description to your project 
for anyone viewing the repository 

PUSHING YOUR SITE TO GITHUB 
• There are several ways to do this: 

• Uploading the files 

• Using Github Desktop - Documentation 

• Pushing using terminal or git shell - Documentation  

• For this tutorial we will simply upload the files to GitHub 

• You can do this by navigating to your repo and dragging and dropping your files 

• e.g your HTML, CSS and JS files 

• Note: It is recommended to try to push using terminal or git shell in the future. However, since this a 
beginners guide, we will just upload them through the Github website. 
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Upload your files 

Select your files and drag and drop them into your repo 

*Folders will be uploaded as well 
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End result: 

HOSTING YOUR WEBSITE ON GITHUB PAGES 
Navigate to the settings tab in your repo 
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Scroll down to the Github Pages section and change the source from ‘None’ to ‘master 
branch’ and save 

Now, it will tell you the url of your newly hosted website 
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OPTIONAL - STUDENT OFFERS 

If you have made a public repository and wish to make it private now, you will see this error 

Since you are all students you can request a free education 
pack from Github through this link: 

https://education.github.com/pack 

One of the things you will receive from the Github package is the 
developer plan and this will allow you to make and change unlimited 
repos from public to private: 
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ADDING A CUSTOM DOMAIN (RECOMMENDED) 

GETTING A FREE DOMAIN - STUDENT OFFERS 
There are a variety of ways to get a free domain name 

• A free .me domain for a year from NameCheap: https://nc.me 

• Just sign up for a free domain using your student email 

• A free .com, .org, .net or .me for a year from Domain.com 

• You can get these using a special code given out at MLH hackathons (e.g Hack the Valley) 

• We might give some out in the future as well :) 

LINKING CUSTOM DOMAIN TO GITHUB PAGES 
With your newly made domain: 

Scroll down to the Github Pages section set the custom domain to your new website. 

Now you can access your website using your custom domain name as well as your original 
Github link 

If the above does not work, you can try an alternative method by adding an ‘A host record’ 
and a CNAME 

• Tutorial: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUChaN-VRIc 
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OPTIONAL FEATURES TO ADD TO YOUR SITE 

Adding HTTPS 
Using CloudFlare 
• Documentation 

• https://blog.cloudflare.com/secure-and-fast-github-pages-with-cloudflare/  

• https://blog.cloudflare.com/introducing-universal-ssl/ 

Front End Frameworks 
These help in developing a website much more easier and prettier as well as mobile friendly and desktop friendly. 

• Bootstrap: http://getbootstrap.com/ 

• MaterializeCSS: http://materializecss.com/ 
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